Spring 2016 - 2017

One- Day Seminar on ‘Energy Efﬁcient
Buildings: Moving towards Net Zero’
on 28th January 2016 at Nagpur
Sustainability Initiatives organized “One Day Seminar on ‘Energy Efﬁcient
Buildings: Moving towards Net Zero’ on
28th January 2016 at Nagpur was a
successful Event!
We had good number of registrations
from Nagpur, Pune and Architecture /
Engineering Colleges from Nagpur for the
Seminar.
Chief Guest of Honour for the Seminar
Mr. Anil Sole , MLC Nagpur and Guest of
Honour Mr.Parmjeet Ahuja, Chairman, IIA
Nagpur Chapter, Mr. Prashant Sarode,
President CREDAI, Maharashtra, Ar.
Poorva Keskar, Director (Partner)VK:e
environmental, Pune and Ar.Anagha
Paranjape- Purohit, Director
(Partner)VK:e environmental, Pune were
present at the Seminar.

Celebrating Devrai – The Sacred Groves,
on occasion of World Forestry Day
Sustainability Initiatives celebrated World
Forestry Day and World Water Day on 21st
March 2016. Our guest for the evening was
Ms. Ketaki Ghate, who interacted with SI
members for more than two hours on the
subject of Forests!
Mr. Amol Umbarje, welcomed all the guests
and participants. Ms Ketaki Ghate
presented her talk on the subject of
“Devrai” – The Sacred Groves of
Maharashtra. She spoke about overall
efforts of tribal communities to conserve

these hundreds of old rich forest patches,
which are essential for our ecosystem.
Ketaki also presented their own work in this
area and enriched the participants with so
many anecdotes about their interaction with
tribals and villagers working for the Sacred
Groves.
The evening was full of images of these
beautiful and rich forests which form an
important natural resource of our Mother
Earth. Ketaki also implored all the
participants to become stakeholders in
conserving Forests, by just start loving one
tree in their respective neighborhoods. She
asked everyone to start observing its
foliage, its changes, the birds that inhabit it
and generally start mindfully acknowledging
trees around us. She believes that even a
simple act like this, can go a long way in
conserving forests in India.
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Conceptual Riverfront Design
Competition for Pune RiverFront
Jeevitnadi-Living River Foundation in
association with Sustainability Initiatives,
Pune oraganised a ‘Conceptual Design
Competition for Pune Riverfront’. It was
one of the activities planned for ‘Muthai
2016’ a weeklong event which was
organised to celebrate ‘ India River Day’
which was on 28th November.
We had invited students of architecture
and planning to give design solutions to
these vibrant and ecologically sensitive
banks of the river, to give conceptual
design solutions to Re-establish this
connect between the ‘communities and
river’, ‘bio-diversity and river’, ‘history,
culture and heritage with the river.’ Let’s
help river, revive its ecological functions
and make our rivers – ‘Jeevitnadi’ a
Living River!
Mr. Rajendra Singh ( Water Man of India)
distributed prizes to the winner.

Celebrating World Environment Day
2016
Sustainability Initiatives celebrated World
Environment Day on the 6th of June
2016. Three activities were planned for
the day, on the lines of Create, Contribute
and Participate. The ofﬁce was divided
into 14 teams. The theme of the
competition was- Ideas for a better
environment through:
1. Awareness 2. Conservation 3. Any
element (eg: water, air, soil, fuel, etc)
The posters were required to carry some
text or a slogan as well as a small write
explaining the concept or idea. There
were three winning entries which got
printed, distributed and displayed at
various schools and government
organizations. The winners of the
competition were- Team Amber won the
ﬁrst prize, Team Beige won second prize,
the third prize was given to two teamsTeam Ivory and Team Burgundy and
Team Maroon won special mention.
The second activity was simple yet noblethe act of donation. It is believed that one
person’s trash is another one’s treasure.
Everyone at the ofﬁce was asked to
donate used toys, books for all group of
age. Clothes in good condition, were also
accepted as part of the donation process.
All the clothes collected were then
donated to Goodwill India.
The third activity that Sustainability
Initiatives planned was carpooling or
using public transport on the 6th of June.
Less fuel consumption and lesser
pollution was the agenda for the day.
Everyone at ofﬁce was urged to either
use carpooling with other ofﬁce mates or
use public transport, walk, bicycle to
work. Lot of people carpooled to work,
some cycled and used the public
transportation for traveling that day.
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Ex – Country Training on Green and
Energy Efﬁcient Construction
Technologies for Ministry of Works
and Human Settlement, Royal Govt. of
Bhutan
Sustainability Initiatives organised Ex –
Country Training on Green and Energy
Efﬁcient Construction Technologies for
Ministry of works and Human Settlement,
Royal Govt. Of Bhutan.The training
organised on 9 May to 11 May 2016.
Participants were beneﬁted by experts
including, Ar. Poorva Keskar, Ar. Anagha
Paranjape–Purohit, Ar. Kanchan Sidhaye,
Ar. Ketaki Rairikar-Karmarkar and Mr.
Aniket Bandale. Introduction and
relevance of Green Rating Systems, Site
planning, Water and Waste management,
Green Building Materials, Passive Design
and Planning, Thermal comfort & IAQ,
Energy Conservation were the key topics
covered in the Training Sessions. A few
exercises and an examination was also
conducted at the end of the training along
with an interactive session. SI also
organized a one day site visit to Green
Building site under construction at
“Puneville” – a Residential project by
Benckmarrk Realty Pvt. Ltd (Pharande
Spaces) at Punawale, Pune
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Sustainability Initiatives celebrated
National Pollution Control Day
The National Pollution Control Day is
celebrated every year on 2nd of
December in India in order to give the
honor and memorialize the thousands of
human beings who had lost their
existence because of the Bhopal gas
calamity. As a contribution to such
awareness, SI has organized two days
activities in the VK: architecture ofﬁce,
Resilient, Genesupport, GeneOmbio. On
1st December Employees were asked to
get the PUC Certiﬁcates for their
respective vehicles. On 2nd December in
order to consume less fuel to create less
pollution, employees were requested to
come to ofﬁce by public transport or
walking or by sharing a car/bike. Active
participants from the various teams were
rewarded.
Another activity of E-waste collection had
been organized with the help of NGO
named SWaCH in order to proper
disposal of electronic waste. This activity
had been conducted for a week.
On 2nd December SI has organised a
presentation on the awareness of Ewaste management. Dr. Vishnu
Shrimangle from SWaCH had
enlightened us on the problems arising
due to improper handling and
management of E-waste all over the
world. The presentation and documentary
ﬁlms were eye opening.

Raddi Collection Drive, 2016
Sustainability Initiatives team is glad to
announce our new venture with Maitri
Foundation which works for the Health and
Education of Tribal children of Melghat,
with just a simple and easy act such as
“Donation of RADDI!’. Raddi collection is
one of the fund raising activities, Maitri
Foundation have been doing it for many
years.
Deposition and collection of the RADDI
(Newspapers, books, Magazines, Ofﬁce
waste papers) was conducted in
Sustainability Initiatives on the 5th and 6th
of October 2016.
Large amount of Raddi collected by
Sustainability Initiatives was donated to
them. By selling the Raddi, Maitri
foundation will be able to provide health
care, run a teaching support class, give a
bag full of books for a library, will be able to
organize a 4-day education camp in one
village for Tribal children of Melghat.

Sustainability Initiatives participated in
Smart city competition
Pune smart city development corporation
Ltd.had invited all the citizens to participate
in the international ideas competition to
“Reimagine Sinhgad Road” in Pune city.
The competition was launched in July
2016 under’ Make Your City Smart’ under
the Smart city mission. Sustainability
Initiatives in collaboration with WPM
participated in the same and got selected
in ﬁrst 10 shortlisted entries out of 60 odd
entries. In the ﬁnal round , the proposal
was presented before a jury of experts
and senior PMC ofﬁcers.
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Participation in Vana-Mohotsav at
Smriti Vana, Warje
The Government of Maharashtra has
declared the ﬁrst week of the month of
July i.e., 01-07-2016 to 07-07-2016 as
Vana Mahotsav. On this occasion the
Forest Department along with the Social
Forestry Department took up an initiative
of planting 2 Crore trees on 1st July 2016
all over Maharashtra.
Sustainability Initiatives, has worked
towards spreading awareness regarding
the same. The plantation activity required
participation from the citizens in large
numbers. SI Pune gathered
representatives from all sections of the
society. This activity was carried out in
Smritivan at Warje. The location was
nominated by the Government of
Maharashtra.
SI Pune was successful in planting 250
trees by a total of 128 members who
actively took part in the event.
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Workshop on making Eco friendly
Ganesha with Mamata Foundation and
Anagha Purohit – Paranjape at Katraj
“Mamta Foundation, a charitable trust
working for the rehabilitation of HIV +ve
children and women and Anagha
Paranjape-Purohit, Trustee of
Sustainability Initiatives conducted a
workshop for making eco-friendly
Ganesha using clay on 1 September
2016. Keeping with the spirit of all Hindu
traditions and rituals which aim to make
us more aware of nature, the eco friendly
Ganesha idols were made to be given to
some key inﬂuential people in Pune so
that there is a commitment to celebrate
Ganeshotsav in an eco friendly way this
year.
The children enjoyed the experience of
making the idols and everyone was
pleasantly surprised when children’s
creativity and talent was showcased in
making beautiful and Ganeshas. Anagha
Paranjape-Purohit, made an appeal to
many Punekars to celebrate this year’s
Ganeshotsav in an eco friendly way.”

Pune Heritage Festival Inaugural
Ceremony and Symposium on Urban
Heritage
It gives us great pleasure to inform that
Sustainability Initiatives partnered with
Janawani and Intach in organising the
sixth edition of Pune Heritage Festival
2017, where we collectively organised the
Inaugural Ceremony of the Festival along
with a Urban Heritage Symposium in
YASHADA Pune on 2nd February 2017.
The Festival started as a people’s
movement to generate civic pride and a
sense of belonging through better
appreciation of Pune’s valuable heritage.
This year nearly 40 organizations of
heritage value came together to offer
wide range of activities to engage people
with heritage. In this spirit the
inauguration Ceremony was planned with
a ‘Symposium on Urban Heritage ‘which
was graced by the Chief Guest of Honor
Dr. Nitin Kareer, Principal Secretary,
Urban Development Department,
Government of Maharashtra, Guest of
Honor, Mr. Kunal Kumar , PMC
Commissioner and Chief Guest Ms. Abha
Narain Lambah. The Symposium too was
very well appreciated, the participants
and speakers were Mr. Rajiv Patel, Mr.
Sarang Yadwadkar, Mr. Shyam Dhavale,
Ms. Malini Krishnakutty, Ms. Shubhada
Joshi, Mr.Shirish Kembhavi

Sustainability Initiatives released the
book ‘Green Footprints of Pune
Sustainability Initiatives released the
book ‘Green Footprints of Pune’ on 2nd
February 2017 at the Inaugural ceremony
of the Pune Heritage Festival and Urban
Heritage Symposium in YASHADA Pune.
The book recognizes the numerous
efforts of many individuals and
organizations who have made a
remarkable contribution towards “Urban
Sustainability” through their work across
Pune. From Green Buildings to Garbage
management, this book can inspire us
towards taking up Greener Lifestyle. The
book publishing was graced by the Chief
Guest of Honor Dr. Nitin Kareer, Principal
Secretary, Urban Development
Department, Government of
Maharashtra. Guest of Honor, Shri. Kunal
Kumar , PMC Commissioner and Chief
Guest Ms. Abha Narain Lambah.
A soft copy of the book is also available
on the PMC ofﬁcial website.

32

Celebrated World Water Day
On the occasion of World Water Day,
Sustainability Initiatives and Environment
department, Pune Municipal Corporation,
Pune had organized site visits to sewage
treatment plants (STPs) of Pune
Municipal Corporation (PMC). About 80
students and faculties from various
colleges and employees of VK:e
environmental attended these site visits.
Further, the participants visited and
observed various components and
processes of municipal STP Near
Rajaram Bridge. This STP of 32 MLD
capacity is set up to treat the sewage
before its release in the Mutha River and
the treatment is based on activated
sludge process.
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Earth Day
The Earth Day is celebrated every year
on 22nd April, which marks the
anniversary of the birth of the modern
environmental movement in 1970.
As Saturday (22nd April) is weekly off,
We celebrated this year’s Earth Day on
21st April, Friday at VK:a architecture,
VK:e environmental, VK:i interiors, VK:u
urban ofﬁces.
As a contribution to such awareness,
Sustainability initiatives had organized
the Earth Hour activity where, all
employees of VK:a architecture, VK:e
environmental, VK:i interiors, VK:u urban
were asked to switch off Lights, Fans,
AC, Mobile Charger, Printers, Plotters
and any other electronic gadgets
including the coffee machines in the ofﬁce
and we also shut the Elevators from
10:00 AM to 11:00 AM. To celebrate the
EARTH HOUR!
Pleased to inform that everyone
participated enthusiastically.
More over, based on the fantastic
feedback from the activity Sustainability
initiatives has taken a pledge today on
this Earth day that we will contribute by
completing 12 Earth hours, 1 hour every
3rd Friday of the month starting today till
March 2018.

Celebrating World Environment Day
2017
Sustainability Initiatives in association
with VK:a architecture, VK:e
environmental, VK:i interiors, VK:u urban,
FSAI celebrated World Environment Day
on the 5th of June 2017. An activity was
planned for the day, on the lines of
Create, Contribute and Participate.
Sustainability Initiatives had organized
the Poster Design Competition activity
where all employees of VK:a architecture,
VK:e environmental, VK:i interiors, VK:u
urban, FSAI were divided into 14 teams.
The theme of the competition was- Ideas
for a better environment through:
1. Pune Waste Management
2. River Regeneration – Pune
3. Use of Natural Energy
4. Fire Hazards at Workplace
The posters were required to carry some
text or a slogan as well as a small note
explaining the concept or idea.
The posters of three winners are
distributed and displayed at various
schools and government organizations.

Energy Audit on the occasion of World
Environment Day_2017
World Environment Day is celebrated
every year all over the world on 5th of
June. This year Sustainability Initiatives
Trust along with VK:e environmental,
celebrated this day by taking an initiative
to conduct an Energy Audit at Warje –
Karve nagar Ward ofﬁce of Pune
Municipal Corporation.
Energy is one of the major inputs
required for the economic development of
a developing country like ours. Saving
one unit of electricity means saving two
units of at the generation plant,
considering all losses. Hence it is of
utmost importance to save energy top the
best possible extent.
The audit was conducted under guidance
of Certiﬁed Energy Auditor, with the help
of Volunteers.
The motive of the initiative is to create
more awareness and demonstrate the
beneﬁts of energy auditing and energy
conservation on occasion of World
Environment Day 2017.
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Tree plantation Drive_2017
Green Initiative by Forest Dept of
Maharashtra, supported by
SUSTAINABILITY INITIATIVES AND
FSAI (FIRE & SECURITY ASSOCIATION
OF INDIA). 310 participants voluntarily
planted near about 1300 saplings at
Ramtekdi, Hadpasar, Pune. SI
volunteers, Employees of VK:a
architecture, VK:e environmental, VK:i
interiors , VK:u urban, Resilient
Cosmecuticals, Genesupport,
GeneOmbio, School children, FSAI
Members, FSAI Student Chapter
members, few senior citizens & a group
of mentally challenged students of
Navkshitij Foundation and students of
Mamta foundation were participated in
the activity. Everyone was enthusiastic &
truly feeling the lines.... PLANT A
TREES...PLANT A LIFE.
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Session on Integrated Environment
Clearance process
18th July 2017, Sustainability Initiatives
organized a session on Integrated
Environment Clearance process for the
ofﬁcers of PMC to give them an insight
into Environment Clearance processes.
This program was organised in joint
association with PMC’s Environment
Department headed by Mr. Mangesh
Dighe. Ar Anagha Paranjape-Purohit
conducted this session for PMC senior
and junior ofﬁcers. Senior PMC ofﬁcers
Mr Y Deshmukh and Mr S. Bonala were
present during the presentation and gave
valuable insights to the process. In this
session EC committee member of PMC,
Shri. V. Gunale, Trustee of SI, Ar. Poorva
Keskar and representative of VK:e
environmental, Mr. Ajinkya Pathak were
present.

National CSR Conference on 15th
August 2017
Art of Living Foundation and Social
Responsibility, in association with,
Sustainability Initiatives, organized A
National CSR Conference for NGOs and
Corporates on 15th August 2017 at
Pandit Bhimsen Joshi Kalamandir, Aundh
in Pune. The conference was inaugurated
by the Chief Guest Mr. Girish Bapat,
Guardian Minister of Pune. Other
dignitaries and luminaries present at the
event included Mr. Popatrao Pawar,
Social Activist; Mr. Chandrakant Dalavi,
Divisional Commissioner, Pune Division,
Mr. Hanumantrao Gaikwad, CMD of BVG
group, Mr. Krushnakumar Goyal,
Kohinoor group, Mr. S.R. Joshi, DeAsara
foundation, Mr. Harshal Vibhandik,
Rambhau Mhalagi Prabodhani and Mr.
Vijay Waware, CSR Head- Tech Mahindra
Foundation. SI trustee Ar. Anagha
Paranjape - Purohit was one of the
speakers at the Conference and she
spoke on the role of NGOs in civil society
and how to measure the success of an
NGO's work.
The book ‘NATE SAMAJYASHI - 501
NGO's introduction’ was launched at the
conference. The book is a compilation of
information about 520 NGOs across
Maharashtra. The book recognizes the
tremendous efforts and the power of
NGOs who have made a remarkable
contribution for Society. The purpose of
this Conference was to bring together, on
a single platform, all the NGOs and the
possible CSR funding companies and
facilitate interaction. The conference was
a beginning toward developing this
partnership.

Maharashtra Green Army
Sustainability Initiatives is a part of
Maharashtra Green Army.
Introduction Green Army - The State
Government of Maharashtra has taken up
the 50 crore plantation program intended
to increase the forest cover in the state
from the current 20% to the nationally
mandated 33% of Maharashtra's land
area. Insufﬁcient manpower with the
Forest Department call for the initiative of
Green Army.
To ensure partnership from people of all
walks of life, an initiative has been taken
for an on-line channel for public
engagement, partnership, sharing and
dissemination.
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Events in 2017 - 18
August 2017

National CSR ConferenceSeptember 2017Site visits of Green Building for Students
Create 'Green building FootPrints' – A map of Pune City Green Buildings

October 2017
November 2017

SI Foundation Day and release of SI Annual Report

December 2017

Celebration of National Pollution Control Day and Energy, Conservation Day

January 2018

Celebration of National Cleanliness Day

February 2018

Green Building Workshop
Celebration of World Water Day and World Forestry Day

March 2018
April 2018

Earth Day awareness and interaction

May 2018

Workshop on Green Building or EIA

June 2018

World Environment Day awareness and interaction

July 2018

Tree Plantation Drive - Van-Mahotsav of Forest Department

37

Connect with Us



Membership with Sustainability Initiatives offers
an opportunity to connect with other
professionals to develop ideas and concepts on
sustainable built environment, urban planning,
environmental awareness and sustainability in
general. It offers a platform for professionals as
well as students to network and develop ideas on
sustainability concepts.
Who can become a member?
 Professionals, Academicians, Retirees,
Business Owners and Students from any sector
interested in contributing to or pursuing careers
in the fields of sustainability, environment,
energy, etc.

Benefits to members
 Opportunities to initiate and lead projects in
association with SI
 Guidance for academic/ research projects
 Learning sessions
 Networking events
 Meetings with professionals, etc. for career
development
 Subscription to SI:Imprint
 Discounts at SI events/ workshops and for SI
publications
 Discount in membership fees for SI:KRIS the
online resources library
 Paid/ unpaid opportunities to volunteer/ intern
with SI

Name:
Correspondence Address:
Email:
Company name and designation:
Current field of work:
Office address:

Contact no.:

Membership type:
Professional –
Rs 1500 for new annual subscription
Rs 1000 for annual renewal
Rs 3000 for 3 yr patron membership
Student Rs 500 for annual membership
Cheque/ DD/ MO no._________

drawn on ________________ for Rs ________ in favour of

'Sustainability Initiatives’
Details of payment: cheque/ transfer no. _________Bank____________________Dated_________
Signature:

Date:

To become a member fill the form above & post it to us at
Sustainability Initiatives,
5, Agarakar Bhavan, Navi Peth, Pune 411030



Or email us at mail@sustainability-initiatives.org
Website www.sustainability-initiatives.org/
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